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This newsletter is produced by Malcolm Baxter with the blessing of Martin and Amy Lamb. 
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Lots of activities have taken place this last 
month with birthday parties, a trip to the 
children’s favourite fast food chain – Jollie 
Bee, and special food cooked by some local 
friends of the children’s home.  These 
occasions will surely be memorable as the 
children get older.  It was a good time had by 
all when our Australian friends visited again 
and brought gifts for all the children and 
spent some quality time interacting with 
them.  They made some much needed 
cabinets for the children’s clothing.  At the 
time of writing this, we are working through 
yet another natural disaster that has changed 
the lives of many.  In the last month we have 
had typhoons, floods, and now a 7.2 
magnitude earthquake centred on Bohol.  
Sadly lives have been lost.  At the last count 
the number is 100 plus and rising.   

 

 

Destruction is widespread in Cebu and on 
Bohol.  A special thought goes out to our 
Manager, Gilda as her house was badly 
damaged and is no longer liveable.  I also 
face a major clean-up in my house today 
after having to leave it yesterday because of 
the danger.  Thankfully all the children are in 
good spirits and unharmed, but nevertheless 
shaken from an experience they will never 
forget.  It’s at times like this we realise how 
vulnerable we are and how vital the need for 
protection is.  A greater perspective on what 
is important in this life has been given to us 
again and we realise the importance of 
centring our focus on the value of people and 
not on things.  For each of us there is a time 
when we will leave this place and our loved 
ones.  What will have been important will be 
how our lives have impacted  others – what 
we have been able to give in positive and 
inspiring ways.  Surely today is the best time 
to resolve any grievances we may carry and 
to remember the value of friendship and 
family.  People are earth’s greatest treasure. 

Martin 

 

Priority Projects & 
Current Needs 

Christmas gifts for the children 

Is there a church who would consider taking 
on the task of raising funds to enable us to 
buy Christmas gifts for the children?  An idea 
that has worked well before has been having 
a Christmas tree in the church foyer 
decorated with cards showing the names of 
each child at Shepherd’s Arms and their age.  
Church members take a card and in doing so 
commit to giving a financial gift of $20 to 
$25.  This money then allows us to buy each 
child something special.  This is a project that 
ideally could happen in the latter part of 
November so that we would have the money 
before Christmas and in time to buy the gifts. 

Christmas meal and gifts for the 
needy 

We will be having this meal and providing 
gifts for 500 – 600 people gathered from the 
poorest families in and around Cebu again 
this Christmas.  Each time we have done it it 
has been a wonderful success and especially 
memorable to those who participate.  Please 
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consider being involved in this programme.  
Whatever you can donate will be well used. 

Aivan Jamuelle Anoba 

Aivan is a 16 month old boy. Sadly he has a 
hole in the heart and the outcome for him is 
uncertain. At this time he is on medication 
and being monitored to see if the heart will 
heal itself.  If this should happen no 
operation would be necessary.  Until he is 2 
years old he will depend on the medication. 
Currently Ardells Open Your Heart 
Programme (the medical arm of Shepherd’s 
Arms) is paying for check-ups, medicine, and 
baby foods.  We urgently need a sponsor to 

assist with this monthly cost.  Any help 
can go to either Shepherd’s Arms 
bank account (Shepherds Arms 
Foundation of Philippines Inc. A/C 
no. 007712000321or in NZ - 
Shepherds Arms Foundation- 12 
3223 0035597 00) tagged ‘heart patient’ 

or to Ardells Open Your Heart Programme 
A/C no. 229840500016 in the Philippines 
National Bank. (Swiftcode pnbmphmm, 
Lahug Branch, Cebu City 6000, Philippines).  
You can read about Ardells on the 
Shepherd’s Arms website 

Shepherd’s Arms 
Website  

Please check our website .  It is updated 
regularly. 

Gifts From NZ 

  

 

  

 

On the 13
th

 October early in the morning a 
box from New Zealand arrived. As we shared 
out the shoes, dresses, shirts, pants, etc, you 
brought a smile to every child. To the people 
who shared this blessing, we so appreciate 
you.  Thank you!!! 

Other Happenings 

 

 

 

These are the 21 days old chicks. Alex is 
cleaning the cage. To the people who  made 
this project possible - Thank you so much!!! 

 

     

                                                                

 

At the end of September Jason And Leanne 
Buchholz from Australia, visited again. They 
made lockers for the children,took them 
shopping in the mall and after shopping  took 
them to Jollibee!!! People around the world 
are sharing their blessings in so many ways. 
Thank you! Thank you! thank you! 
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